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Instructional Technology Showcase

Listening Comprehension: Computer -Based Learning Using Online Video
Materials by Laura Kline

The goal of  able audio and videotapes vocabulary lists and exercises the (mis)adventures of a
this project was created by pedagogues, such for students. We needed to  group of students. These
to create a lis- as those which come with find interesting video clips at continued on page 8
tening compre-  language textbooks, are gen- an intermediate level, design
hension course supporting materials for
for students of The course allows studentshem, and make them avail-
Russian. In our regular Russian  to work at their own pace able in a format which would
courses, students watch videos gnd rewards them for watchallow students to move
and listen to audio recordings ing a video multiple times. through them at their own
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in order to develop their listen- pace.

ing skills. However, there is not New Programs and 3
enough time in the classroom erally not engaging. More The videos | decided Initiatives

to go over the material multi- authentic texts such as mov- to use are from the popular Surreriiics Sarar 4

ple times, as is heeded by most ies and TV programs lack Russian series Working Group
students. Moreover, the avail- supporting materials suchas ( 6 Mi shmasho) ,
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Emil und die Detektive Recipients

by Randy Schantz Instructional Technoli 6

As Sangeetha Gopalakrishna  The process that | learned was first Ideas

says, iPods are ubiquitous. How- scripting the text of the novel, abridging Services Offered 7
ever, iPods were not of my gen- the abridgement. The next was dividing and

eration. But that was then, and numbering the script into short sections of . .
Listening Compreher 8

nowe. between two to six lines. In the third step, | X .
ordered images for each section. | then re- s, (Lt [l
My project was to create corded myself acting as the characters and the gmj| und die Detektiv 8
podcasts to supplement the readdfmil und storyteller. Afterwards, | checked the time, Randy Schantz

die Detektive which students read in German

2010 of the Beginning German Language Se-
guence (BGLS). The purpose of the podcasts The purpose of the podcasts was to mak

was to make the reading more accessible to the reading more accessible to student
students in a format familiar to them.

Technology Resource g
e

n

FLTC Survey Results 10
Room with a View

pacing and sound quality. The last step was t(
At the outset, Suzanne Hilgendorf, then the cut and paste the textual sections into a text

coordinator of the BGLS, and Sangeetha track. WAYNE STATE
Gopalakrishnan, director of the FLTC, advised | INIVERSITY
me to focus on the first podcast, i.e., the first | used Microsoft Windows MovieMaker.

Foreign Language

chapter, so that | would learn the whole proc- This software was loaded on my laptop and | Technology Center

ess with tricks and pitfalls before proceeding could work anywhere and anytime with a set _ : _

with the rest of the six to seven planned pod- of headphones and microphone. My technical| ~ Innovations is published

casts. assistant Vijay Bharadway recommended the| PV the Foreign Language
continued on page 8 Technology Center
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From the Director

AreYou Speaking A Different Language? Or Are Your Students?

by Sangeetha Gopalakrishnan

Have The rest of us, on the Todayds gener aThe mtagrafion ef tonpuser
you as an  other hand, were not born inductive methodologies -mediated communication
instructor  into such a world and grew  which facilitate discovery such as email and online
ever won-  up most likely reading, playinglearning and experiential discussions, digital media
dered if outside, using a land phone, learning as opposed to more such as audio, video and

your stu-  and writing letters. Our gen-  deductive methods involving  graphics through Course
dents do eration had to learn to deal  learning rules and procedures. Management Systems such
: not under-  with digital tools and toys, for Also, Millennials thrive in as Blackboard offer oppor-
stand you because you are  the most part, in adulthood.  environments that facilitate tunities for students to in-
speaking a different language”Most of our instructors today social networking and collabo- teract with each other and

Perhaps you are. Or perhaps belong to this generation and ration. engage with the content not
your students are speaking a speak a praligitalage lan- only in the classroom medi-
different language. And | am guage. Although some in this How is this all relevantto  ated by instructor, but also
not referring to any foreign ~ generation have adopted us educators, you ask, per- outside the classroom at

languages here. What | am  some of these tools along the haps. The significance of these their own time, place and
alluding to is a communicationway, the biggest problem fac- characteristics of our Digital ~ pace independent of the
gap between instructor and  ing instructors today is the Native students may not be instructor.

student. challenge of teaching a stu-  readily apparent to educators,

The way digital natives have been raised and socialized influences the manner in which
they process information, communicate and learn.

Perhaps you are familiar ~ dent population speaking an or it may even be dismissed, Technology can play a
with the term Digital Native$ entirely different language after a cursory examination,  major role in the foreign
You may also have come But, rather than seeing this  as inconsequential. If we edu- language, culture and litera-
across the descriptors Millen- problem merely as an issue of cators want to reduce the ture classroom when its

nials, NetGen and YGenera- a generational gap, it can be communication gap, we need design and implementation
tion. These terms distinguish viewed as a communication to create a learning environ-  are carefully consideréd

those who were born in a problem. ment that enables students to The web is a great resource
world that already had the parallelprocess, multtask, for authentic language mater
Internet, computers, cell The way digital natives and figure things out for rials which students can
phones, PDAs and gaming  have been raised and social- themselves, and that taps into access. Furthermore, cur-
machines from those who ized influences the manner in the skill set of our Digital Na-  rent technologies afford
were born earlier. Digital which they process informa- tive students. powerful ways to also pro-
Natives grew up spending tion, communicate and learn. vide students with cross
thousands of hours playing  Digital Natives are adept at Technology, when used cultural experiences and

video games, listening to mu- receiving information from meaningfully, can be an effec- linkage’?, in a manner that
sic on their iPods, talking on multiple sources at the same tive medium for reaching out is not possible without tech-

cell phones, emailing and in- time and can parallglrocess to our presentday student nology. However, even

stant messaging and have beerapidly. They desire random population and talking to though technology offers an

acculturated differently from access and speed. Although them in their own language.  array of tools, it is not a

their parentg and their in- they can adroitly piece to- Modern communication and  panacea and its effectiveness

structors. It is this generation gether graphics, text and networking technologies offer in the instructional environ-

of Millennial students thatis sound to make meaning, they multiple ways to tap into our  ment depends on how as-

entering college campuses andire predominantly visualand cur r ent st ud e ntutelpitissuketl! | s and

your classrooms now. prefer graphics to text. address their learning styles. continued on page 10
Sources:

Blake, R. (2001). What Language Professionals Need To Know About Techrlfgly Bulletin, @, 9399.
Prensky, M. (2001). Digital Natives, Digital Immigrants P@niThe HorizonThe Strategic Planning Resource for Education Professiondli$9, no, 5
3Scarafiotti, C., & Clevelardnes, M. (2006). The Times They AreGhangingJournal of Asynchronous Learning Netw(2)s33@4.
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New Program

Engaging Global Humanists Virtually: AVirtual Speaker Series

The inaugural lecture in this new series was presented by
John Allen, a distinguished journalist living in Cape Town,
South Africa. He has served as president of the South African
Society of Journalists, and
prized journalistic honor, the Pringle Press Freedom Medal.
Mr. Allen served as the communicatior

Together with the Humanities Center, the
FLTC is presenting a new series of virtual
lectures from around the globe. This experi-
mental virtual venture aims to further the
main mission of the Humanities Center, to
bring humanists of diverse talents together
for conversation and collaboration. In this age
of networking technology, the Humanities

manager for Archbishop Desmond Tu
in Cape Town. His talk was entitled:
0Getting Awa yustitk,t |
Reconciliation and Desmond Tutu of
South Africa. o6 Th
the Foreign Language Technology Cen- Desmond Tutu
ter, and took the usual format of a presentation followed by
é;]uestions from the audience. Mr. Allen spoke with the audi-
ence via videoconferencing, in reimhe from his home in

Cape Town, and the audience interacted with him directly, as
if he were in the same room.

John Allen
Center wishes to extend its scope globally to engage national
and international scholars, writers, activists and other human-
ists who are willing to transmit their ideas via the Internet.

Through the use of virtual technologies, the Foreign
Language Technology Center and the Humanities Center hop
that this innovative series will create opportunities for the
Wayne State University community to interact with interna-
tional personalities, where previously we were constrained by

budgets, distances and political obstacles. The next lecture in this Virtual Speaker series is being

planned for the Winter 2009 semester.

New Initiatives

Digital Stories Competition

wa s

In Winter 2008 the opportunities. Digital stories
Foreign Language Technolog created should reflect the
Center introduced a new attainment of one or more
program for students, the of the following goals for for-
Digital Stories Competition.  eign culture which include:
Students travelling overseas
as part of various study pro-
grams may participate in this
competition by submitting
digital stories of their experi-
ences. Winning entries
receive an award and are
screened at a Student Film
Festival.

ating cultural differences in

values; (b) developing an in
depth knowledge of one or
more cultures; and (c) com-
paring ways in which other
cultures are similar to or dif-
ferent from your own.

Digital stories are a way
for students to document for participation in the FLTC
their study abroad experi- Digital Stories Competition
ences and provide an avenue prior to departure, work on

to reflect and make meaning their stories during their stay  Editing, Visuals, and Capturing
of them, as well as presenting overseas in the Summer and

them to fellow study abroad submit their digital stories
students and other students after they return. Students
considering studyabroad work in groups of 24 to cre-

(a) understanding and appreci-over seas

human behavior, thought and turn.

Typically, students register using camera equipment and =

ate the stories. Each group
participating in the competi-
tion is given the option of
checking out a digital camera
from the FLTC for their stay
and
Editing Suite after their re-

Raffaele De Benedictis and
Elena Past, Faculty

Students are required to
participate in an orientation
provided by the FLTC prior
to their departure about ful- i
filling academic expectations,
making digital stories, and

film editing software. Digital
Stories submitted are judged
for Creativity, Storyline/

the essence of the country
and its culture. Digital Stories
are to run a maximum of 15
minutes in length.

Michael Peraino and Adam
Gac, Students

INNOVATIONS
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Research

Pierluigi Erbaggio Sangeetha Gopalakrishnan Sandra Hobbs Haiyong Liu

Humanities Center Working Group on Integrating Online Learning
Components through Course Management Systems in
Foreign Language Instruction

by Sangeetha Gopalakrishnan

In Fall 2006, faculty and graduate students from several foreign language program areas, along with the Director of the
Foreign Language Technology Center received funding from the Humanities Center to establish a Working Group. This group
has been exploring the integration of online learning components into foreign language instruction. Ever since its estgblishm
this working group has been meeting regularly to gather and review readings related to identified themes. Over the past|aca-
demic year, the group continued to work towards an article submission and has been engaging in collaborative writing. [Fur-
thermore, the group is aiming to present their work at national conferences and other venues.

This group has been exploring the integration of online learning components into the teaching
of foreign language, literature and culture.

With their commitment to making this a productive Working Group, members made a preliminary panel presentation as a
Humanities Center Brown Bag talk entitldéategrating Online Learning in Foreign Language IrigtiMaticim 2008. In this talk,
panelists talked about their individual projects involving the use of online technology in the instruction of Chinese,datench
Italian using a framework informed by research in instructional technology. These projects included the development of a vir-
tual textbook in a hybrid course for teaching Québecois culture, the use of online resources in ltalian instruction artd-thel|i
gration of homemade videos in a Chinese language course.

Multimedia course materials were used in creating a virtual repository of authentic material in the teaching of contempo-
rary francophone culture, customized video material demonstrating grammar and syntax phenomena were introduced in a
Chinese language class, and rich web resources were used in an Italian intermediate language class. In each of these cases, t
use of digital material, such as video, audio, graphijcs a
books, and resulted, among other things, in making the learning experience authentic, interactive, richer, and more meaningfu
for the students. Panelists noted significant changes in student interest levels, engagement, and attitude after ir@egrating
nology in their instruction.

In Fall 2008, the group has once again been granted funding from the Humanities Center for continuing its work. The
Wor king Groupds plans to present research at a nationpal ¢
presentation on the use of authentic materials for CALICO 2009, to be held in Tempe, Arizona, in March 2009.

The current composition of this working group is: Pierluigi Erbaggio, Adjunct Instructor; Sangeetha Gopalakrishnan,
Director, Foreign Language Technology Center; Sandra Hobbs, Assistant Professor; and Haiyong Liu, Assistant Professor.

INNOVATIONS
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2008 FLTC Mini -Grant ReCipientS by Sangeetha Gopalakrishnan

The FLTC funded six projects this year that incorporate
the use of the latest technologies into existing foreign lan-
guage courses to achieve specific learning objectives. Grant
recipients included five faculty members. A description of
funded projects, in the words of the recipients, follows:

Supporting Students' Listening Skills
and Language Learning Through Video
Animations by Pierluigi Erbaggio

My project consists of the creation of a
series of six short films created with anima-
tion software. These videos will present situa-
tions involving a small group of characters and
will be used in my ITA1010 class primarily for listening com-
prehension exercises and to increase vocabulary acquisition.
It is important to stress, though, that videos are generally a
very flexible tool, and the series of animated videos | create
with my project will lend itself for use as prompts for work-
ing with other skills. For example, the videos may be used
as starting points for productive speaking activities, or they
could be used as models for writing tasks. Additionally, the
scripts may be exploited for improving reading skills.

i Arab Women Through Literature
. by Annie C. Higgins

Literature lends itself well to the
se of audio and visual materials, both
for the texts themselves and for back-
ground contexts. The oral tradition in
early Arabic literature makes it authentic for today's
student to experience hearing, rather than reading,
literature as its composer produced it. | propose to
develop podcasts which will reproduce some aspects
of this early oral tradition, and will create a muilti
dimensional atmosphere for entering the environment
of other works. In addition, the students will be pro-
ducers themselves, creating podcasts that incorporate
ideas from the literature, and involve members of the
Wayne State University community. These podcasts
will be available on our website, with the students'
permission, and will demonstrate a unique aspect of
our Department's engagement with the larger sphere
of the university.

Enhancing The Polish Curriculum
By Making "Let's Learn Polish"
Available Online by Alina Klin

"Let's Learn Polish" is a set of 30 half
hour lessons with exercises and was pro-
duced in 1996. These lessons remain the onlgiépth video
materials professionally made for learning Polish. None of

the books currently available for learning Polish (with the e
ception of one) have video components (or websites with
such materials). During 30 very wgitoduced and entertain-
ing lessons, students get to know the Grzegorzewski family
their daily life, problems and joys, as well as Polish traditions.
The series applies the communicative approach to language
learning, at the end of each lesson there is a segment where
the most important phrases are isolated and presented to the
student, so the student can repeat them (and read them top)
This project involves makirthe series "Let's Learn Polish"
available to WSU students from a Blackboard site.

=

~Russian Listening Comprehension:
Computer -based Learning Using
Online Video Materials for
Advanced Students by Laura Kline

Last summer | created an online listening
comprehension course for students of Rus-
sian which is now in effect. Students work through episodes
of the popular Russian series "ErelashT on Blackboard with
the help of Russialanguage vocabulary lists and interactive
exercises to test listening comprehension. After six or eight
episodes there is a cumulative quiz on Blackboard. At the
end of the course, students take an online final. This course
was offered during the past Fall and Winter semesters, and
has been extremely successful for students at the- 2mdl
3rd-year levels. | would create a similar course for more
advanced students. As in last year's project, there would b
online vocabulary lists and audio recordings, exercises, qu
zes, and tests. Technology would allow the Russian pro-
gram to enrich its course offerings without significantly in-
creasing faculty teaching loads.

iz-

Visual Enhancement of Ancient
Religions Course by Matthew Schwartz

| propose to develop several visual
presentations which will enhance my History
of Ancient Religions course. The project would
include: (a) pictures of ancient Athenian art or
architecture of religious content, as indeed most Athenian
art was. This would help to build up a lecture on Pausanius's
secondcentury journey through Greece and the many reli-
gious buildings, shrines, statues and the like that he visited; (b)
pictures of the recent archaeological excavations in the Old
City of Jerusalem which include extensive new findings on|the
Temple site plus what may be King David's palace; and (c
Early Christian art, which would greatly appeal to the many
students who learn well visually and bring a reality and a sense
of presence that would exceed what can be done using only
lectures or readings. This work would be useful for any hist
tory or literature class that touches on the period as well as
for my ancient religions class.

N & N
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Instructional Technology Ideas

Bringing (Your) Voice into Your Course

In WSU acquired Wimba, a presentations in English ments in their Black-

Winter software system that inter- or in the target language. board course.

2008, faces, quite seamlessly, with

the Bl ackboar d. Wif Faculty can create voice 1 Faculty can make voice

FLTC Tools feature is of special based discussion boards presentations to their
offered an informational interest to foreign language 8 students can post class and post on Black-
session on Wimba Voice educators and can enhance voice message responses board.
Tools. Faculty were offered  foreign language instruction (in English or in the tar-
the opportunity to experi- in many ways. get language). 1 Faculty can send voice
ment with the use of Voice/ emails to students.
Audio tools in their 1 Students can submit 1 Faculty can record and
courses. audio assignments/ use audio announce-

New Initiatives

2008 Digital Stories Awards

For the first year of the Digital Stories Competition,
three student groups submitted digital stories of their
trips to Italy and Poland. On October 52008, the films
were exhibited and the awards presented.

During the competition, digital stories which had been

Sangeetha Gopalakrishnan and Digital Stories audience

submitted were introduced by the participant and then

screened. After all were viewed, the awards were an- 2008 Award Recipients

nounced. There were three awards, one each in the

categories of Screenplay, Cinematography, and Directio| Michael Peraino, Wayne in Abruzzo, Italy, Best Directign
selected by a jury. Additionally, there was an Audience and Audience Award

award for one story selected by the audience at the

screening. Caitlin Connor, Wayne in Abruzzo, Italy, Best Screenplay

Sarah Stawski and Rachel Steplowski, Poland: Firsthand
Experience, Best Cinematography

Foreign Film Nites @ FLTC i New Collaboration

o { In Winter 2008, the FLTC

: started collaborating with the Film
and Media Studies program in the
Department of English and began
screening films of mutual interest to
both communities of faculty and stu-
dents. In addition to the Film and

Kirsten Thompson, Director of the Film and Media Studies program, organizgg s8&§ workshops offered in

film screenings with introductions by English department faculty.

Media Studies program, in the Fall
2008 semester, the Confucius Insti-
tute is planning to present some
films in the FLTC Foreign Film
Nites series.

Look at the FLTC website
for information on instructional
technology programs, events, and

the academic year 2003009.
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Services Offered

Do You Work with Film and Sound Bites in Your Class?

Put Them Online!

If you work with films,
film clips, and audio material
in your classes, you can
have the FLTC put these
materials online for you.
Why should you do it?

1 Doing so allows you
and your students to
access them outside
the classroom any time,
and any place. If stu-
dents have assignments
based on these films,
they can view the films

any number of times
online.

1 Asthe instructor, you
also have the conven-
ience of not having to
carry film material
with you into the
classroom each time
you want to show
them to your stu-
dents. Using the wire-
less Internet access,
you can access these
movies online and

¢ )

work with them in your
classroom.

1 Furthermore, if you put
movie clips or sound
clips online, you do not
have to waste time

cueing up the video

tapes (if you still work
with tapes) or finding
the spot on the DVD.

1 Please note: The mov-
ies and movie clips will
be made available only
to students enrolled in
your class during this
semester. Access to
the movies will be
passwordprotected
and provided to your
students only.

An Anytime Offer for Faculty!
Check Out an iPod!

Did you know that most
of your students own and
use an iPod, almost inces-
santly?

Did you also know that
the iPod has many, many
instructional uses?

If you have never
owned one, or played with
one, here is your chancé
check out an iPod from the|
FLTC and tune into the
world of your students!

Back Up Your Work!

If you have
not done so
already, now
may be a good
time to think
of setting up a

way to back
up your work, regularly.
The FLTC has a file server
that is intended just for

that purpose. You could
set up your work com-
puter to automatically back
up all your work on this
File Server. The FLTC file
server is secure, and cur-
rently has quite a bit of
space to offer. If you are
interested, please see us!

Free Labor @ FLTC AA Summer Offer!

by EmilyBitzarakis

» scheduled outside of Manoogian Hall this
summer during the building's first floor reno-
vations, we in the FLTC were worried we'd

have nothing to do during the long, hot,
stuffy days. We soon proposed the Special Summer Projects
policy where professors could rent a student assistant (a
front desk assistant) for a project they had been putting
off for years. The types of projects which were approved

included scanning documents and pictures to create PDFs,
scanning slides to create JPEG digital files, and digitizing mu-scanning, | strolled through downtown Paris during the

sic. Dean and | chose our favorite tasks.

Marilynn Rashid brought in some rare record albums
With foreign language and culture classes for us to digitize and make into CDs which she can use in
class. Converting LPs and cassettes to CD will preserve
recordings from the ravages of time and can even improve
their sound quality. (I think we can safely assume Dean
was honored to play a part in restoring these rare LPs.)

Several professors took advantage of my slide scanning
skills allowing me to tour world museums and historical
attractions from the comfort of my computer chair. |
particularly enjoyed the 1970s slides of France. While

Independence Day festivities, enjoyed views of the gar-
dens in the backyard of the Versailles palace, and perused

artwork from the Louvre.

INNOVATIONS
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Listening Comprehension

episodes are short (a few
minutes each), use colloquial
and contemporary language,
and have clear plots and hu-
morous twists at the end.
They are thus very successfu
at holding st
and motivating them to un-
derstand what is going on.

All the course materials
are online: the videos are on
the FLTC server, and exer-
cises, vocabulary lists, and
tests are on Blackboard. The
course is broken down into
14 segments: one for each
week of a semester, with
two episodes per week. Each
episode is preceded by a
written list of relevant vo-
cabulary words and their
translations, as well as an
audio file of the vocabulary
being read by a native

speaker. After watching an
episode, students complete
exercises on Blackboard
created in Respondus. These
exercises test both compre-

| hension and vocabulary de-

u velopment. Students are pro-i
vided with immediate feed-
back on their performance,
and are encouraged to re-
view the video and redo the
exercises until they get them
all right. Every three to four
weeks the students take an
online test, which is graded
automatically and tells the
students correct answers for
any items they got wrong.
At the end of the course,
students take an online final.

This course allows stu-
dents to work at their own
pace, and rewards them for
watching a video multiple

by Laura Klinecontinued from page 1

times in order to improve
their grades on the exer-
cises. It also makes it possi-
ble for them to work from
their homes or other loca-
tions, which is very conven-
ient for our commuter com-
munity. Students who are
temporarily out of the area
can also take advantage of
this course to keep up their
Russian. In the past year sev-
eral students took the
course, which has been ap-
proved by the university, and
all of them spoke highly of it.
Moreover, although the stu-
dents were at different lev-
els, each did very well be-
cause of the flexibility of the
program. Thus, this project
has enabled the Russian pro-
gram to enrich its offerings
and create a completely new
type of course which re-

sponds to the specific
needs of Wayne students.

Emil und die Detektive

software. Similar to other
Omovmiaki ngoé so
allows for two audio tracks,

my narrative and also sound
effects of crying, kissing,
horses neighing and street-
car bells. It also allows for a
visual track. There is also a
textual track, which can
appear as a flash, a pop

or a ticker tape. The differ-
ent tracks are overlaid, so |
could click on images in my
ocontent <coll
program and drag them

down into place. At the end |
clicked on the textual track and
pasted the script into a ticker
tape.

Thankfully, my technical
assistant was a good teacher
and knew many technical
shortcuts. As | was striving
toward mor e
he helped me find images and
free sound effects online. Even
then, | did not have enough
images. Amanda Donigian,
German and Slavic, made a
great recommendation of a
podcast series, mygerman-
class.com, which uses leiwch
props, such as animal crackers,
puppets, and toys. Instead of
filming animal crackers, | drew
pictures of socks, wash basins,
and horse trolleys, which |
scanned. | also made two short

k)

by Randy Schantontinued from page 1

videos of Pamela Saenz, FLTC,
as two different characters in
the novel.

In the end, each fivto-
eightminute podcast repre-
sents about twelve hours of
scripting, recording, inserting
visuals, and converting the

0 m«MovieMaker file into another

one.

What do the students
think of the podcasts? The
podcasts are enjoyable and
helpful, but not active enough.
More images! Back to the
drawing board! | have learned
from this experience that |
want to learn graphic design,
so that | can make even snaz-
zier images. Furthermore, the
students want podcasts of all

the chapters. So | plan to
make more podcasts.

I would like to thank
here Pauline Ebert for
proofreading and editing;
and Muhammad Faisal,
De an -jos¥haueto-
know-which-button-to-
pushdé Weste
FLTC staff for patience
and technical assistance.
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